Poem Thirteen - Sample Analysis





	Ferlinghetti’s poem In Goya’s Greatest Scenes, is a prime example of many literary devices interacting and complementing each other to create a unified work that has a clear meaning or theme.  The theme is somewhat familiar to this anthology, the main idea of the poem is the author’s disgust of the way America is turning out.  The wars, and fifty lane freeways that dominate past and present America, respectively, are upsetting to the author and he shows this unrest through his use of diction and imagery.


	Imagery is obviously prevalent throughout the poem, the “cement skies,” and the “concrete continent,” show both the claustrophobia and the industrial elements that are of high concern for Ferlinghetti.  In the first section, before the “landscape is changed,” the images are predominately those pertaining to warfare.  “Blasted trees” are scattered on the landscape, along with “bent statues bats wings and beaks.”  The carnage is quite obviously a major image of the first section.  Whereas “cadavers” and other such raw images dominated the first section the second half of the poem is shifted to modern America, where “false windmills and demented roosters” mark the suburban life.  The “freeways fifty lanes wide” along with the “bland billboards” dominate the landscape which are said to show the disillusionment of the American public.  The author makes clear that his idea of industrialism taking over with the final line: “strange license plates and engines that devour America.”  This final image leaves no doubt as to Ferlinghetti’s sentiments on the growth of America. As important as imagery is it would not be nearly as potent if not for the proper use of language.  Throughout the poem Ferlinghetti employs cacophony to add to his already potent images a powerful sound.  The alliteration of “b” sounds and “c” sounds throughout the first section of the poem provides a powerfulness for the auditory portion of the readers’ experience.  The “bland billboards” and “concrete continent” of the second section are named so for the added effect that the sound of these repeating consonants provide.  Ferlinghetti could have easily said, for example, “dull billboards,” they both mean the same thing, but “bland” serves as a much better choice of words because of the alliteration that it provides.  


	In order to make the poem a success Ferlinghetti must incorporate language and imagery into the theme, both the diction (choice of words) and imagery of the poem strengthen themselves, thus providing a perfect example of literary devices complementing themselves.  Without the diction the imagery would not have the same effect and without the images to modify the language would stand by itself and thus be weakened. 


